
one year

what we’ve learned from 
protecting federal datasets 

one hundreduse cases



You don’t know 
what you’ve 
got till it’s 
gone

Most people are unaware of just how much 
information the government collects and 

how it touches their lives, whether 
monitoring a fleet of ocean buoys that help 
guide safe shipping routes to tracking how 
vulnerable communities are to disaster.



Some infrastruc-
ture is invisible 
Data touches lives in unseen ways, like the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission API 
that allows grocery stores to automatically 
email customers about salmonella recalls so 
your PB&J doesn’t poison you.



We won’t know 
the repercussions 
until they hit us 
When we lose the biologists who track bat 
populations, we can’t protect vulnerable 
species. When bat populations dwindle, 
          insects proliferate. More 
          bugs means more pesticides, 
          which can do significant 
           prenatal harm. 

By then it's too late. 

don’t try this
at home!



Democracy dies 
in darkness 
Surveys that monitor food security, police 
misconduct and how schools are supporting 
post-pandemic learning recovery have been 
canceled.
Emerging substance abuse trends, popular 
inflation index measurements, even 
information about maternal and infant 
mortality.

There’s no way of knowing 
if these databases will 

ever come back.



The truth is no 
longer out there 
Without trusted data and trusted data 
collectors, we lose a shared language to 
understand problems faced by our 
neighbors. Dropped surveys mean losing 
wage information from farms, losing 
hospital data on substance abuse, and 
losing scope of how many households 
face hunger. face hunger. 



Federal data is 
           everywhere 

until 
it isn’t 

The federal data 
ecosystem is vast – 
the bat survey we 
love so much is just 
one of hundreds of 
thousands of 
datasets that keep 
this country running. this country running. 



Everything the 
light touches 
runs on data
A few months back, DHS 
canceled its HIFLD dataset. 
So what? Well, that data 
supported 300 critical 
geospatial datasets across 
federal agencies working on 
emergency planning. 
Nursing homes, childcare Nursing homes, childcare 
centers, schools, hospitals 
– their emergency protocols 
run on that data. 

It doesn’t matter if you’re hosting 
the Super Bowl or the Eras Tour: 

data keep things moving. 



all of these datasets are at risk.

resources like EssentialData.us help make 
the case for how federal datasets benefit 

American lives and livelihoods.

the bad news

the good news


